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     Intense searches for lynx dens began in the high 
elevations of the Colorado Rockies in the spring of 
2000. The finding of dens and the counting of kittens 
would tell the success or failure of the 
reintroduction of lynx into the Colorado Rockies. 
Tanya Shenk of the Colorado Division of Wildlife 
(CDOW) has piloted this project, which 
began in the spring of 1999. By spring of 
this year, she and her crew had 
succeeded in placing radio collars on 34 
adult females.  
 

     During May and June, the adventure 
of locating the resulting dens began.  All 
of the 2005 dens were scattered 
throughout the high elevation areas of 
Colorado, south of Interstate 70. Most of 
the dens were in Engelmann spruce/sub-
alpine fir forests in areas of extensive 
downfall.  Elevations ranged from 3,117 to 3,586 
meters (10,226 — 11,765 feet).  
 

    Upon locating dens with kittens, further drama 

continued as the kittens were weighed, 
photographed, PIT-tagged and their sex recorded. 
Blood samples were also taken from the kittens for 
genetic work in an attempt to confirm paternity. 
 

    Tanya Shenk gives many, many thanks to the 
CDOW pilots and the lynx field crew 
for their complete dedication in finding 
den sites. Without their help, it would 
not have been possible to document 
this huge increment of success in the 
Colorado  lynx  re introduct ion  
program. As busy as she is, Tanya is 
willing to share the excitement of this 
tale with us. So be sure to join us the 
evening of October 13 in the Ludlow 
Room of the Lincoln Center for more 
fascinating details of the lynx 
reintroduction saga. 

 

Photos of the kittens can currently be found on the 
Colorado Division of Wildlife webs ite at http://
wildlife.state.co.us/species_cons/lynx.asp .  
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