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Thursday, December 8 at 6:00 p.m. at the Harmony Library, 4616 S. Shields St.

Plan to attend our annual potluck and member slide show on December 8, at the Fort Collins Harmony Library, 4616 South
Shields Street. The Library is on the southeast corner of Harmony Road and Shields Street, on the campus of Front Range
Community College. Note the new location this year! Plan to arrive at 6:00 p.m., and bring your favorite dish or dessert to
share (four to eight servings) along with any necessary serving utensils. There is no kitchen facility at this location, so
please brmg your own plates and silverware, and be advised there are no dishwashing facilities. Beverage containers and
drinks will be provided. You, our members, provide the program on varied topics of wildlife and
nature. For the sake of time, please limit yourself to no more than 15 slides. Prints of your favorite
pictures can also be passed around while the lights are still on. Spare slide trays will be made
available, or you can bring your own Kodak Carousel-compatible tray. Feasting will commence by
6:30 p.m. and the show will be underway by 7:00 p.m.

L ark Buntings of the Pawnee Grasslands

Ecologist Amy A. Yackel Adams discusses
their natural history and population status

Join avian ecologist Amy A. Yackel Adams for a and population status of the Lark Bunting on the Pawnee
discussion of Colorado’s state bird: the Lark Bunting.  National Grassland. Come and develop an awareness of
Between 1966 and 2003, Lark Buntings have declined  thisamazing species and its shortgrass prairie habitat.

annually by 2.5% in Colorado and 2.1% in the
High Plains physiographic region. Why the
decline? Come and find out (or, at least, find out
results from recent efforts to answer this
guestion). The Pawnee National Grassland is an

This past spring, Amy finished her PhD in
Ecology at Colorado State University. Her
dissertation research focused on the population
demography of Lark Buntings, with emphasis on
important breeding ground for Lark Buntings, and estimation of post-fledging survival and factors
research there has focused on the species’ nesting -SigiEias: 4 influencing survival of young and annual
survival, fledgling survival, and femal e fecundity. fecundity. Cumulatively, Amy has 11 years of
From her years of research, Amy will use photographs, grassland bird research experience in both tallgrass and
description, and graphsto inform us of the natural history  shortgrass prairies.

THURSDAY EVENING PROGRAM — January 12, 2006
Ludlow Room, Fort Collins Lincoln Center, 417 W. Magnolia Street
Social Gathering - 7:00 PM, Program - 7:30 PM

FORT COLLINS AUDUBON SOCIETY PROGRAMS AND FIELD TRIPS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Visit our website at www.fortnet.org/Audubon or call (970) 490-BIRD. n
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NOVEMBER-JANUARY
FIELD TRIPS

All field trips are free of charge and open to the public. All experience levels are welcome. Attendees

should dress appropriately for the weather.
scopes if you have them.

Bring snacks, water, and binoculars and/or spotting
Carpooling is encouraged.

A $2.00 (unless otherwise specified)

contribution per passenger to the driver is suggested. Visit http://www.fortnet.org/Audubon for more
information. For all field trips and surveys, please contact the trip leader for signup and trip details, or
contact the Field Trip Coordinator, Connie Kogler, at ckogler@mac.com or 970-622-9710.

12/3/2005 Saturday. Bobcat Ridge Natural Area
Bird Survey. Leader: Cole Wild at
birdingwildl@yahoo.com or 970-310-3735. Fort
Collin's newest natural area, Bobcat Ridge

for signup and trip details.

12/18/2005 Sunday. Boulder Christmas Bird
Count. Leader: Bill Schmoker at

Natural Area, is projected to be open in 2006. Fort bill@schmoker.org.

Collins Audubon performs a monthly bird census
for the city. All levels welcomed. Participation
limited. Please contact leader for signup and trip
details.

12/4/2005 Sunday. Fort Collins Winter
Birdwatching. Leaders: Various CBC group
leaders. This session will prepare participants for
the upcoming Christmas Bird Count, with special
emphasis on correct identification of raptors, junco
subspecies, and Cackling and Canada geese.
Contact Nick Komar at quetzal65@comcast.net or
970-416-7527 for meeting times and locations.

12/17/2005 Saturday. Fort Collins Christmas
Bird Count. Leaders: Nick Komar at
guetzal65@comcast.net. or 970-416-7527 and
Sue Riffe at sheflew2@comcast.net.

12/17/2005 Saturday. Rocky Mountain National
Park Christmas Bird Count. Leader: Scott
Roederer at osprey@estesvalley.net. RSVP by
Dec. 10.

12/18/2005 Sunday. Fossil Creek Reservoir
Bird Survey. Contact Nick Komar at
guetzalé5@comcast.net or 970-416-7527. Fort
Collins Audubon performs a monthly bird census
for the county. All levels welcomed. Participation
limited to five plus leader. Please contact leader

12/26/2005 Monday. Rawhide Christmas Bird
Count. Leader: Ron Ryder at
ronr@lamar.colostate.edu or 970-482-8089.

TBA (December). Nunn Christmas Bird Count.

Leader: Jim Sedgwick at jim_sedgwick@usgs.gov
or 970-226-9466. Contact Gary Lefko at 970-897-
2454 or lefkogt@greatpikespeakbirdingtrail.org.

TBA (December). Greeley Christmas Bird Count.
Leader TBA. Contact Gary Lefko at 970-897-2454
or lefkogt@greatpikespeakbirdingtrail.org.

1/1/2006 Sunday. Loveland Christmas Bird
Count. Leader: Nick Komar at
guetzal65@comcast.net or 970-416-7527.

1/14/2006 Saturday. North Weld Raptors.
Leader: Gary Lefko at 970-897-2454 or
lefkogt@greatpikespeakbirdingtrail.org. Visit north
Weld County in search of raptors.

1/22/2006 Sunday. Fossil Creek Reservoir Bird
Survey. Contact Nick Komar at
guetzalé5@comcast.net or (970) 416-7527. Fort
Collins Audubon performs a monthly bird census
for the county. All levels welcomed. Participation
limited to five plus leader. Please contact leader
for signup and trip details.

Note:

Occasionally, new field trips may be announced or details may be finalized between

issues of the Ptarmigan. Please visit our website and click on “Field Trips,” or call the FCAS
message center at 490-BIRD to check for updated field trip information.
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FCAS Publicity Flyers Available on Website

We have made it easier for our members to help publicize FCAS programs, field trips, classes, and events.
FCAS Flyers are now available on our website.  You can print them out and post them in locations
convenient for you. Go to www.fortnet.org/audubon/flyers.pdf or visit our home page and click on the
flyer icon in the left column.

New E-mail addressfor FCAS:

If you have general correspondence for Fort Collins Audubon, or are not sure who to send your request to, you
can use our new e-mail address: Audubon@fortnet.org

Election of FCAS Officersand Directors Set for January 12

We are pleased to announce that we have a date of candidates for the elected positions called for in our Bylaws.
Election will be held at the January 12, 2006 Program Meeting. Because there is
only one name for each elected postion, the date will be adopted by
acclamation, unless there are any nominations from the floor. Officers on the
date: President (second year of 2year term) - Joel Hurmence; President-elect -
no candidate; Vice President - Phil Friedman; Secretary - Scott Cobble;
Treasurer - John Waddell. Directors on the date: Beth Dillon, Nick Komar, Ron
Harden, Heman Adams, Ruth Grant and Sue Riffe.

Symposium: Windpower and Wildlifein Colorado

Learn more about interactions between wildlife and windpower by attending this symposium January 23-25, 2006, at the
Ramada Inn at F25 in Fort Collins. The symposium aims to make available up-to-date information about the
effects of windpower development on wildlife and ways to minimize impacts in Colorado; make available
information about applicable laws, regulations and guidance associated with windpower and wildlife in
Colorado; and foster an open dialogue between the wildlife conservation community and the wind
industry in Colorado. For more information, contact David Klute, Bird Conservation Coordinator,
Colorado Division of Wildlife, david.klute@state.co.us 303-291-7320. This symposium is being
planned in conjunction with the Annual Winter Meeting of the Colorado Chapter of The Wildlife
Society (January 25-27). The Wildlife Society meeting theme is "Energy and Natural
Resources: Finding the Balance." Visit www.wildlife.org/chapters/co for more information.

Avian Appreciation Days at Bath Nursery and Garden Center
Avian Appreciation Days will take place January 28-29, 2006. Fort Collins Audubon will have a booth at
the annual event held at Bath Nursery and Garden Center, 2000 E. Prospect Rd. in Fort Collins fttp://
bathgardencenter.com/). This is a great opportunity to learn more about our wild and domesticated feathered
friends while telling visitors about the FCAS mission. To volunteer to help staff the FCAS booth, contact V olunteer
Coordinator Ellen Wride at 970-215-0056, EVW9609@aol.com Plan to stop by!
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FCAS Silent Auction Scheduled for February 9

Plan to take part in our 4th annual FCAS Silent Auction preceding our Special Program Meeting on
February 9, 2006. This fundraiser relies on donation of auction items and friendly competition among
generous bidders. The proceeds are used to finance a number of FCAS endeavors, including our
newsletter, monthly programs, educational activities, scholarship fund, and Audubon Colorado lobbyist.
If you have items of good quality that you would be willing to donate, please contact Joel Hurmence at
jhurmence@hotmail.comor 970-481-2124.
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We Have A New Field Trip Coordinator!

Gary Lefko has passed the torch of Field Trip Coordinator to Connie Kogler.
Connie moved to Loveland in August from Montrose, where she was active in
Black Canyon Audubon. Welcome, Connie!

Anyone interested in leading field trips, not necessarily just birds, are

encouraged to contact Connie to discuss what you have in mind. She is

looking for leaders for anytime within the next three to six months and beyond,
as well as your ideas and thoughts on field trips. E-mail preferred! =4 H.- .
(ckogler@mac.com) Also, if you are interested in leading a field trip and would ]
like ideas, give her a call at 970-622-9710.

Christmas Bird Count

The 106th annual Christmas Bird Count is upon us, with numerous counts planned for the period Dec
14-Jan 5. The Fort Collins CBC will take place on Saturday, December 17th. Contact information for
this count, as well as those for Loveland, Rawhide, North Park, and Boulder, is provided in the Field
Trips section of this newsletter. Other Colorado counts are listed at the Colorado Field Ornithologists
website at www.cfo-link.org. This year, we expect as many as 120 participants to count all the birds
(about 100 species) during daylight hours (plus some nocturnal

owling) in Fort Collins and Loveland. Hopefully, the CBC data will

continue to document the return of wintering Trumpeter Swans to

Larimer County! Data collected by volunteer observers among more

than 2000 CBCs are crucial to understanding long-term trends in bird

populations. For those interested in honing their identification skills

for wintering birds in Fort Collins in preparation for the CBC, field

trips are being planned for Sunday, December 4th.

Upcoming Programs

February 9 (Thursday). Silent Auction and Special Program. 6:30 p.m.
Columbine Room, Fort Collins Lincoln Center

The 4th annual FCAS Silent Auction begins at 6:30 p.m. After the silent auction, several members
of the Fort Collins teen Girl Scout group GECCCOs (Girls Experiencing Camping, Cycling and
Canoeing Outdoors) will present a program on their December trip to East Africa, including a
safari and the ascent of Mt. Kilimanjaro.

March 9 (Thursday). Program. 7:00 p.m.

Ludlow Room, Fort Collins Lincoln Center

Paul Marinari of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will present a program on the Black-footed Ferret
Recovery Project.



