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The Buzz  on Colorado Bees  
 Have questions, concerns about, or 

encouragement for the bees in your yard?    

 Whitney Cranshaw, entomologist 

and professor with Colorado State Univer-

sity, will make an informative overview 

presenta-

tion on 

Colorado 

bees (and 

some 

wasps) 

at the co-

spon-

sored 

meeting 

of the 

FCAS and the Northern Colorado Native 

Plant Society on Thursday, February 

11. Primary topics covered will include bee 

recognition, life history, and habits. Learn 

steps that can be taken to encourage and 

conserve some bee species. Informal discus-

sion is invited!  

 Whitney also has authored several 

books and will have available for sale two of 

his books: Garden Insects of North America  

($25) and Guide to Colorado Insects  ($15).  

 Before the evening presentation, 

Buzz on Colorado Bees,  Douglas Kibbe, Re-

gion 15 Coordinator  for the Colorado Breed-

ing Bird Atlas II, will give a brief Power-

Point update on the status of the Project in 

2009. See Page 5 for more information . 

  

Thursday Evening Program ð February 11, 2010  
 

Co-Sponsored by: FCAS and Northern Colorado Native Plant Society                                          

Social hour begins 7 p.m.     Presentation: 7:30 p.m.  

Fort Collins Lincoln Center -Columbine Room  

417 W Magnolia St, Fort Collins, CO  
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FCAS CONTACTS  

Audubon@fortnet.org  

President  

Karl Krahnke  

970-622-9535 

kkrahnke@gmail.com  

Conservation Chair  

Bill Miller  

970-493-7693 

5mcorp@comcast.net 

Membership Chair  

Liz Pruessner  

970-484-4371 

fortcollinsaudubonmembership@gmail.com  

Education Chair  

Joann Thomas  

970-482-7125 

jthomas91@aol.com 

Field Trip Coordinator  

Eric DeFonso  

970-472-1761 

yoeric@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor  

Carol Jones  
970-482-6295 

cjones@cowisp.net 

For other FCAS contacts visit www.fortnet.org/

audubon/leadership.htm  

Fort Collins Bird Notes  
by Eric DeFonso  

 Welcome to another installment of Fort 

Collins Bird Notes, a short summary of birdly 

goings-on in and around the Fort Collins area. 

Information is compiled from area listservs and 

word of mouth, and is not yet examined by the 

Colorado Records Committee.  

 The white -winged Crossbills  that David 

Leatherman found at the Grandview Cemetery 

on November 22 are still around. The male -

female pair is best located by searching the tops 

of the spruces covered in cones, but also listen 

for their staccato òved-ved-vedó calls. 

 Another remarkable rarity ña juvenile 

red-shouldered hawkñwas first reported at the 

Kodak State Wildlife Area (SWA) in Windsor by 

Dave Elens; it has been seen regularly since 

about January 6 and sometimes heard vocaliz-

ing. The best place to search for it is along the 

paved Poudre River Trail just north of the actual 

SWA, although the SWA also can provide view-

ing opportunities as well. Check the taller trees 

closer to the river, although not necessarily at 

the tip -top. The bird is smaller than a red-tailed 

hawk  and has distinctive buffy crescents on the 

tops of the wings, which are visible when it flies. 

The red-shouldered hawk  has been documented 

in northern Colorado in only three of the past 40 

years! 

Red -shouldered hawk by Steve Messick.  

 A few short -eared owls were spotted in 

the late afternoons in the past few weeks down 

by Lower Latham Reservoir near Greeley. This 
species is a regular winter visitor to our area, but not 

often seen. They frequently share habitat with 

Northern harriers  and hunt with a similar style. 

Weld County Road 48, a dirt road just south of 

the large reservoir, is the best area to look, so 

check the fence posts for perching owls and open 

fields for raptors coursing a few feet above the 

ground.  

FCAS Pocket Guide to Local Birds  
Is available at the following retailers who support 

our organization with the sales: 

 
Wild Birds Unlimited      Bath Garden  
3636 S. College Ave    Center & Nursery 
Ste. C                           2000 E. Prospect 
(970) 225-2557             (970) 484-5022  

 
Jax Outdoor Gear         Jax Farm & Ranch 
1200 N. College            1000 N. Hwy. 287 
(970) 221-0544             (970) 484-2221 
 
Ranch-Way Feeds        The Matter Book- 
546 Willow St.               Store/Bean Cycle 
(970) 482-1662             Coffee 
        144 N. College 
        (970 472-4284                      
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