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The FCAS needs your support
in turning the Ptarmigan news-
letter into an online publica-
tion.

Did you know that it costs over
$8100 per year to publish and
mail nine issues of the Ptarmi-
gan? That is over $900 per
issue!

Please help us cut our ex-
penses and leave more in the
budget for our mission of con-
servation, education, habitat
preservation, and protecting
birds and other wildlife.
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We will send you a monthly email announcement when
the newsletter is posted on the Web site.

We realize, however, that some of you still need to re-
ceive your Ptarmigan by mail. If you have already re-
quested, or now request your Ptarmigan via U.S. mail,
you will continue to receive it by post.

Please let us know your preference by one of the follow-
ing:

1. EMAIL: FortCollinsAudubonMembership@gmail.com
2. PHONE: 970-490-2473

3. MAIL IN the enclosed postcard as soon as you receive
this issue!
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Small Mountain Owils

The Flammulated Owl, Northern Pygmy

Northern Saw -whet Owl, and the Boreal Owl
are the four species of small mountain owls

found in
and ranges of these tiny predators are detailed

in the book,
0Smal |

t ai

FCAS is
pleased to
have its au-
thor, Scott
Rashid, pre-
sent photos
and narratives
of his book at
its monthly
program meet-

n

Owl

ing, Thursday,
March 11.
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Northern Pygmy -Owl with Red -brested
Nuthatch. Photo by Jim Osterberg.

book, 0Smal |

Mount ai

details the lives and ranges of these tiny preda-
tors, including information concerning their
(Owls continued on Page 2)

Thursday Evening Program

March 11, 2010

Social

Fort Collins Audubon Society

hour begins 7 p.m.

Presentation: 7:30 p.m.
Fort Collins Lincoln Center
Columbine Room
417 W. Magnolia, Ft. Collins
The event is free and open to the public.
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(Owls continued from Page 1)

anatomy, coloration, vocalizations, ranges,
courtship and nesting behaviors, egg laying,
fledging raising, hunting habits, diets, mortal-
ity, longevity, and much more. The engaging
text reflects Scott
tiny owls.

Rashid is an experienced rehabilitator, ban-
der, artist, illustrator, and author. He cur-
rently lives in the Estes Park area where he
helps with raptor rehabilitation and bird band-

ing.

Please join us on Thursday, March 11, at 7
p.m. in the Fort Collins Lincoln Center to meet
Scott Rashid and enjoy an educational and en-
tertaining evening about Colorado mountain
smal | owl s. Copies of
will be available for sale and author signing.
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Audubon@fortnet.org
President
Karl Krahnke
970-622-9535
kkrahnke@gmail.com
Conservation Chair
Bill Miller
970-493-7693
5mcorp@comcast.net
Membership Chair
Liz Pruessner
970-484-4371
fortcollinsaudubonmembership@gmail.com
Education Chair
Joann Thomas
970-482-7125
jthomas91@aol.com
Field Trip Coordinator
Eric DeFonso
970-472-1761
yoeric@yahoo.com
Program Chair
Jessie Meschievitz
jmesch@slbbi.com
970-686-1424
Newsletter Editor
Carol Jones
970-482-6295
cjones@cowisp.net
For other FCAS contacts visit www.fortnet.org/
audubon/leadership.htm

Fort Collins Bird Notes
by Eric DeFonso

Fort Collins Bird Notes is a short summary of

Ras hb{rd(ljy aings -on in andoar unq t%erFort CﬁlllensS e

area. nf%rmgtignﬁsscompi[?ed from areatlistservs
and word of mouth, and is not yet examined yet
by the Colorado Records Committee.

Believe it or not, the White-winged Crossbills
that were found by David Leatherman at the
Grandview Cemetery on November 22 are still
being seen. They went AWOL for the better part
of two weeks, but apparently they are nesting or
at least roosting somewhere near the cemetery.
Keep search-
ing the tops of
X Owl s 6
covered in
cones, but
also listen for
their staccato
OV eved-vedod
calls.

As our cold
winter contin-
ues, many in
town are still
seeing a good
assortment of
typical foot-
hills species in and around feeders, like the
Brown Creeper, Red-breasted Nuthatch , and
Mountain Chickadee . The Mountain Chickadee
resembles our usual in -town occupant, the Black -
capped Chickadee, but is slightly larger, is gray
rather than buffy on the sides, and sports a styl-
ish white eyebrow stripe, while the Black -capped
lacks it. The Brown Creeper is a small streaky
brown bird with white underparts that prefers to
scale trees upward, gleaning small invertebrates
from the bark, while nuthatches prefer to face
downward. The Red-breasted Nuthatch is simi-
larly sized to the creeper, is bluish on the back,
and has a buffy (and not truly red) breast. Like
the Mountain Chickadee , it too has a sporty
white eyestripe. Best of all is its characteristic
call note, anasal tinhorn -1 i ke r epyarki 6 i ous

(Notes continued on Page 3)

Brown Creeper by Eric DeFonso.

Page 2

www.fortnet.org/audubon

PTARMIGAN =2 -

0


mailto:Audubon@fortnet.org
mailto:kkrahnke@gmail.com
mailto:5mcorp@comcast.net
mailto:jthomas91@aol.com
mailto:yoeric@yahoo.com
mailto:joe3eagles@gmail.com
http://www.fortnet.org/audubon/leadership.htm
http://www.fortnet.org/audubon/leadership.htm

