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Support a  
Paperless  
Ptarmigan  

 
The FCAS needs your sup-
port in turning the Ptarmigan 
newsletter into an online pub-
lication.  
 
Did you know that it costs 
over $8100 per year to pub-
lish and mail nine issues of 
the Ptarmigan? That is over 
$900 per issue!  
 
Please help us cut our ex-
penses and leave more in the 
budget for our mission of con-
servation, education, habitat 
preservation, and protecting 
birds and other wildlife. 

 
We will send you a monthly email announcement when 
the newsletter is posted on the Web site.  
 
We realize, however, that some of you still need to re-
ceive your Ptarmigan by mail. If you have already re-
quested, or now request your Ptarmigan via U.S. mail, 
you will continue to receive it by post. 
 
Please let us know your preference by one of the follow-
ing: 
 
1. EMAIL: FortCollinsAudubonMembership@gmail.com 
2. PHONE: 970-490-2473 
 

Save the Trees for 
the Birds   

Thursday Evening Program  

April 8, 2010                          
Fort Collins Audubon Society                                   

Social hour begins 7 p.m.   

Presentation: 7:30 p.m.  

Fort Collins Lincoln Center  

Columbine Room  

417 W. Magnolia, Ft. Collins  

The event is free and open to the public.  

Birds in Flight and  

How to Photograph Them   
 
   Rob Palmer  has a 

passion for birds of 

prey, and has pursued 

that passion through-

out his adult life. In 

college, he spent nu-

merous hours studying 

the nesting territories 

of prairie falcons in 

northeastern Colo-

rado, and additional 

time researching 

screech owls nesting 

along the Boulder 

Creek trail in the cen-

ter of Boulder, Colo-

rado. 

   Photography is a 

part of Rob's life. He 

began taking pictures 

with a Polaroid black and white camera when he 

was 12, then quickly moved on to a 35 mm SLR,  

                        (Birds in Flight continued on Page 2)  

Snowy Owl by Rob Palmer  
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FCAS CONTACTS  

Audubon@fortnet.org  

President  

Karl Krahnke  

970-622-9535 

kkrahnke@gmail.com  

Conservation Chair  

Bill Miller  

970-493-7693 

5mcorp@comcast.net 

Membership Chair  

Liz Pruessner  

970-484-4371 

fortcollinsaudubonmembership@gmail.com  

Education Chair  

Joann Thomas  

970-482-7125 

jthomas91@aol.com 

Field Trip Coordinator  

Eric DeFonso  

970-472-1761 

yoeric@yahoo.com 

Program Chair  

Jessie Meschievitz  

jmesch@slbbi.com 

970-686-1424 

Newsletter Editor  

Carol Jones  
970-482-6295 

cjones@cowisp.net 

For other FCAS contacts visit www.fortnet.org/

audubon/leadership.htm  

   If you missed Rick Harnessõ program on the 
wild horses and raptors of the Mongolian Steppe 

in January, you have another chance to hear his 

inspiring program on April 29. In Fall 2009, Rick 

teamed with National Univer-

sity of Mongolia and Mongolian 

Ornithological Society biolo-

gists to conduct raptor surveys 

in and around Hustai National 

Park, Mongolia. Hustai Na-

tional Park is home to the wild 

Mongolian Takhi, or 

Przewalski's horse. Currently, 

biologists are managing the 

horse population to help it 

reach a self -sustaining level of 

approximately 500 horses.   

   Hustai National Park, with the Tuul River 

running through it, is a must -see for any trav-

eler to Mongolia. In addition to the horses, the 

area is an important stopover location for many 

migratory birds, including numer-

ous raptors. Over 172 bird species 

have been observed in the park; 

19 of these species are listed as 

globally threatened or endan-

gered.  

    

Rick Harness is a certified wildlife 

biologist working for the engineer-

ing firm, EDM International, Inc. 

located in Fort Collins.   

   Join us Thursday, April 29 at 

the Loveland Museum Gallery, 

(Birds in Flight continued from Page 1)  

and then became his high schoolõs photographer. 

Rob taught life science and biology for seven 

years, and has since then spent most of his free 

time studying raptors and refining his photogra-

phy techniques.  

   Robõs  photo of a pair of bald eagles appeared 

in the January -February 2010 Audubon  maga-

zine, as the winner of  the Grand Prize of the 

first Audubon Magazine  Photography Award in 

association with Natureõs Best Photography. His 

photos also have appeared in National Wildlife , 

Wild Bird , Birder's World, BBC Wildlife, Living 

Bird, American Falconry, Defenders of Wildlife,  

and the North American Falconers Journal.  

Some of his photos were used for advertisements 

in Business Week, Fortune, The Wall Street Jour-

nal, and Sotheby's Auction House.  

   Join us Thursday, April 8, for òBirds in 

Flight,ó and enjoy this opportunity to learn how 

to photograph birds. This program is free and 

the public is welcomed.  

Revisit Wild Horses and Raptors of the  Mongolian Steppe  

Black Kite of the Mongolian Steppe  

503 N. Lincoln Ave. in Loveland for a program on the 

Takhi and the birds of Hustai National Park. 

Social time begins at 6:45 p.m. and program be-

gins at 7 p.m. Seating is somewhat limited, so 

arrive early, and enjoy some refreshments.  

 

  This program is free and the public is wel-

comed. Donõt miss this program a second time! 
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