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he first few weeks of the year are now 
behind us. What a whirlwind itôs been for 
me, stepping into this new leadership 

role é and trying to fill some pretty 
big shoes. 
   The Fort Collins Jaycees have 
been led to No. 1 in the state 
for the past three years by some 
mighty fine presidents é Andy 
Reisenhuber, Dani (Paxton) Kelley 
and Shannon ñRockstarò Bryner. 
Thatôs a legacy I hope to continue é 
but Iôm happy (and relieved) to say Iôm not in 
this alone.
   This yearôs Board of Directors is a fabulous 
team of smart, talented and eager people. Each 
of them is unique, and each of them contributes 
immensely to the whole. Already, I think weôve 
formed a bond and identified common goals. And 
each board member is on track to make the most 
of his or her position.
   We have the illustrious Stephanie Riedel, whose 
boundless energy and enthusiasm is legendary 
among Jaycees far and wide. We are truly 
fortunate to have her as our Membership VP. She 
is passionate about introducing new people to our 
organization. Please call on her for recruitment 
tips and advice. 
   Heading up the International Area of Opportunity 
is Patrick Garcia, a relatively new member who is 
tackling an area that has needed some attention 
in our chapter for awhile. He brings with him a 
wealth of knowledge about non-profits and event 
organization from his work at Boys and Girls 
Club and Cinco de Mayo celebrations. Call on 
Patrick if youôre one to think ñglobally!ò

   Julie Danley, our Community Development 
VP, is an inspiration. Because of her medical 
history and her experience as a ñJaycees Brat,ò 

she takes her responsibilities very seriously. 
She is especially passionate about the 

National Kidney Foundation. Iôm proud 
to say the Fort Collins Jaycees will be 
instrumental in hosting a picnic for 
dialysis patients and their families this 

August. Contact Julie to be a part of the 
rewarding Community area.

   Moving on to Individual Development 
é Deanna Kerscher is eager to make this area 
a cornerstone of our chapter. Our list of guest 
speakers for the year is shaping up nicely, as is 
our list of horizon-expanding projects. Deanna is 
full of great ideas, and Iôm sure would love to 
hear from you about what YOU want to get out 
of the Jaycees.
   Public Relations VP Dawn Snyder decided to 
take on this role because she believes in giving 
back to the community while learning valuable 
skills that will help her in her professional life 
as well. She is a super person to contact about 
promoting your projects. The Fort Collins Jaycees 
already have been mentioned in the newspaper 
several times this year é and itôs only February!
   Who loves to do paperwork? Not many. Weôre 
so lucky to have Shanna Bollacker on our team! 
Not only does she not mind doing paperwork, 
sheôs fabulous at it! We can do all the great 
projects in the world, but if we donôt document 
it, no one else will know about it (or how to do 
it again next year). Everyone should learn how 
to do a cpg (Chairmanôs Planning Guide) and 
Shanna is just the one to teach you.

T
the 
prez
sez

The United States Junior Chamber

Did you know . . .?

As a member of the 
Fort Collins Jaycees, you 
will receive a monthly 

chapter newsletter, 
a quarterly Colorado 

Jaycees Newsletter and 
a US Jaycees Publication 
once every four months? 
If you are not receiving 

these newsletters, please 
let Stephanie Riedel, 
Membership VP know 
and she will get that 

corrected.  Our chapter 
newsletters are all 

posted on our website at 
www.fortnet.org/jaycees

WE HELP PEOPLE through 
Personal Growth, Leadership Development 

and Community Involvement 

See Winners, Page 6
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Come join in the fun and support two of Fort Collinsô best causes.  
Letôs start with the important part.  This is no ordinary pool tournament.  
Not only do you have a chance to win cash and prizes, you have the 
opportunity to help raise money for the Childrenôs Clinic and the 
Jaycees.

Here is an example of how the Childrenôs Clinic impacts our 
community by changing the lives of individuals: 

Three-year old Katieôs physical development and speech were 
considerably delayed. The toddler also suffered from chronic sinus 
infections. Katieôs grandmother, who raises her, was understandably very 
worried. But when Katie was seen at the Childrenôs Clinic/Salud Family 
Health Center, her life started to improve. Katie was diagnosed with and 
treated for allergies and an immune deficiency. Doctors also found Katie 
had fetal alcohol effect. Thanks to the clinicôs intervention, Katie is now 
thriving and doing well in her Head Start class. She receives speech, 
occupational, and physical therapy. Katieôs grandmother is grateful for 
the guidance, and resources that support her granddaughter. 

Just imagine how much more Katie and so many children like her 
can get out of (and put into) life because of the much needed medical 
attention she has been given by the Childrenôs Clinic.

As for the Jaycees, well the Fort Collins Jaycees, like other 
Great Jaycees Chapters across the nation and around the world, run 
community projects and fund raisers that touch the lives of so many and 
support good causes.

So, what are you waiting for?  Call (970) 222-5300 or e-mail 
LCronin@cachebankandtrust.com to register for the 2nd Annual 
Jaycees Pool Tournament today.  Tournament to be held on Saturday, 
March 25th at Match Upôs on South Mason, just North of Laurel in 
Fort Collins.  $10.00 entry to be added to prize money for players with 
a minimum of $20.00 in benefit sponsorship is required to play.  Prizes 
will be awarded for top three players that bring in the highest dollar 
amount of sponsorship for the benefit tournament.

For more information on the Childrenôs Clinic go to 
www.saludclinic.org, or call (970) 407-9196. 

Break Out Your Cue for the Pool Tourney of the Year    
By Luke Cronin 

I joined the Jaycees to meet new people and make some friends.  Well, 
I have had a lot of chances in my six years as a Jaycees to do just that.  
As Jaycees and future members, the question will arise many times why 
you joined the Jaycees.  Well, I would like to tell you why I joined and 
tell you who I am in the process. 

A few years ago, I was temping at big company 
in Denver, and I met a girl named Gabriel Olsen 
(a NE Cornhuskers Fan and a Denver Jaycee), thought 
I was outgoing and fun, invited me to a social project.  
Being the ñSocial Butterflyò that I was and ready to meet 
some new people and make new friends, I attended this 
event called, óThe Blizzard Boogie Bus Bar Tourô.  We 
went to 4 dive bars in Denver on a bus called the ñBoogie 
Busò the chapter had a Keg and Jell-O shots on it.  It was 
tons of fun and I met some fun people and had a great 
time.  They invited me to come out to their Membership 
meeting and there I was asked to join and I did.

So, now you know why I joined and I have developed 
into a well-rounded Individual because the Jaycees were 
part of my life.  I have become a Conference Junkie. If any of you have 
ever attended Conference it is so much fun and you canôt wait to the next 
conference or other projects to attend so that you can see your Jaycees 
friends again. I love going to Conference to network with all the new 
people that attend from all over the state and compete in Speak Up, Write 
Up, etc., meet new Jaycee friends, and have fun all the while. 

I would like to go back in time to tell you more about me before I was 
a Jaycee.  First of all, family is very important to me.  My Dad was in 
the military for many years so that makes my siblings all Army Brats. 
My younger sister and I were born in Louisiana and then we moved to 
Seoul Korea, then Virginia, and finally to Colorado.  I am the 4th of 5 
children, that is 4 girls (counting myself) and 1 brother (he is 2nd to 
oldest).  All my brother and sisters are married and some have kids. I have 
3 nieceôs: Torre, 15 year old; Sydney, 3 years old in April; and Camryn 
(born Aug 23, 2005). 

I love to travel.  I think my love of travel started young.  My family was 
moving around till I was 7 years old and finally my Dad retired from the 
military in 1984 in Aurora, CO.  So, even though I was born in Louisiana, 
I have lived in Colorado for most of my life.  I am continuously striving 
to learn from people from all over the world, I traveled to Copenhagen, 

Denmark for a World Conference in the Jaycees.  If, I 
had time and the money, I would love to travel all over 
the world to learn from about their culture, food, and 
way of life.  I have a passion for traveling.

As for me I met my love of my life, where?  I met 
my love in the Jaycees, at a conference imagine that.  
A lot of you already know him.  His name is Mark A. 
Cooper and is a past president of the Denver Jaycees 
and accomplished a lot in this Denver chapter.  He is the 
reason that I am in Fort Collins now. (I have been here 
a year already) Mark and I are both adventure-seeking 
people, we both love to help people (the Jaycees Motto- 
ñWe help Peopleò). 

I have a degree in Speech Communication, and 
minored in Journalism at Creighton University. Creighton University in 
Omaha, Nebraska. I graduated from Creighton in 1996.  I was accepted to 
travel with an energetic and educational group called Up with People in 
that spring before graduating from Creighton.  I traveled for one year in 
1997 in Up with People, I was able to go to 3 continents, North America, 
Europe and Japan and met people from all over the world. I was also 
living with students in my tour group that represented 22 countries.  I 
was constantly learning things about world, everyday from all my cast 
mates. Plus we stayed with Host families in every city that we toured to.  
Ask me about where I went and my experiences, I would love to share 
it with you!  

I have been a member of the Denver Jaycees for most of my Jaycee 
years till 2005.  I held a couple of positions in this chapter. I became a 

What are you Passionate about?    By Deanna Kerscher

See Passion, Page 6
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The Amazing Jaycee Benefits   By Stephanie Riedel, Membership VP
Have you heard the phrase, ñYou will get out of it what you put 

into itò? Well, I am here to tell you this phrase is also true with 
the Jaycees!! 

I talk to many of you on the phone or at an event that say, ñI am 
planning to start attending more Jaycee eventsò or ñI am just too busy 
to do thatò or my very favorite, ñYou are an amazing Jaycee, I just 
canôt be that involvedò. 

Many of you may (or may not) know that I have been invested 
in the Jaycee organization for about 14 years. When I first joined 
this organization, I WANTED to be a joiner, I WANTED to make 
a difference in OUR community and I WANTED to be a leader 
someday. I looked around at the Jaycees in my chapter, the Bert 
& Mary McCaffreyôs, the Tom McCombôs, the Matt Charboneauôs, 
the Don & Susan Shieldsô and even my parents and I gave the same 
reasons for not being at events or meetings that I hear today.  If any 
one of those people above had just listened to my excuses and said 
ok, I wouldnôt be the confident leader and mentor that I am today. I 
wouldnôt have seen the love in an elderly womanôs face when I simply 

delivered a Blizzard Box to her or the pride on the face of a child 
who just caught his or her first ever fish or the touching moments of 
shopping with a child that would not have had Christmas if I would 
have stayed home and not attended this project.  I was pushed to be 
at events, attend projects and even to step up into leadership roles. 
I was mentored by the very best Jaycees, who at one point, had the 
same reasons for not attending that maybe you or I had. 

Many of you have asked, what time commitment do I have to 
make? Or how much time is required to be a Jaycee? Iôm here to tell 
you that you will get out of the Jaycees what you put into the Jaycees. 
Is your community important to you? Is it worth 3 hours of your time 
a month? Is learning how to be an effective speaker/writer or being 
able to speak in front of others important? Is it worth an hour of time 
per month? Do you want to be a leader within your peers or your 
community? Is it worth stepping out of your comfort zone to chair a 
project and receiving valuable lifelong training? All of these things 
are possible. It is up to you! It is up to you to get out of the Jaycees 
what you put in. 

Do you like FREE stuff? Do you like to win 
FREE stuff? Do you like friendly competitions 
that offer FREE stuff as prizes? Then the 
Participation Incentive Program (PIP) is 
for you! 

  One of my goals this year is to get everybody 
involved in the Jaycees, in big and small ways. 
I would like every member to attend at least 
one meeting, project or event. I would like it 
even more if each member got involved in 
several meetings, projects and events. But, 
baby steps.

  To get you started, Iôm offering incentives 
in the form of FREE stuff. All you have to do 
is attend something Jaycee-related. Each time 
you do, youôll earn PIP Points. Those points 
will equal FREE stuff. See how easy it is?

  To add to the fun, weôve formed nine teams 
of members, with a board member as your 
ñcoach.ò Not only can you earn points as an 
individual and win FREE stuff, your team can 
win FREE stuff by having the most points of 
the nine teams. Woo-hoo!  

Individual PIP Points will be earned by 
attending:

Meetings ï worth 5 PIP points

Projects ï worth 10 PIP points

Jaycee Events (Conference, Local/State 
Trainings, Buddy Meetings) ï worth 20 
PIP points

  So far, Jennifer Silos and Randy Danley 
have won FREE stuff. There will be a page 

on the website devoted to PIP. Check it out for 
updates on who else is winning FREE stuff!

PIP TEAMS

CDVP JULIEôS TEAM
Barry Bailey Aaron Coy
Jeff French Angie Hullinger
Sean McGill Staci Rhine
Katie Steichen

IDVP DEANNAôS TEAM
Silas Beaner 
Luke and Suzanne Cronin
Josh Fyhrie 
Jodi Hynds
Erica McLaughlin 
Bobbi Jo Rice
Mark Wenger

ROCKSTAR OF THE BOARD 
SHANNONôS TEAM
Kate Breen
Dave Crouteau
Gail Graham
Mark and Candice Johnson
Peggy Sue Meininger
Andy and Jen Riesenhuber

MANAGEMENT VP SHANNAôS TEAM:
Erica Brewer
Randy Danley
Lanette Griffeth
Chris Kelly and Dani Paxton
Kevin OôMalley
Jay Robinson

MEMBERSHIP VP STEPHôS TEAM:
Kevin Brinkman Ashleigh Donner
Monica Guerrero Loree Kelly
Darrick Peterson Ryan Schossow

DIRECTOR TANYAôS TEAM:
Dave Brown Brian Elsasser
Micah Hayward Cory Lindblad
Mike Pustilnik Wes Schrader

PRVP DAWNôS TEAM:
John and Heather Buoniconti
Todd Felix Mike Hazlett
Joseph Lloyd Thurl Quigley
Robin Scoville

INTERNATIONAL VP 
PATRICKôS TEAM:
Amanda Calvert
Dave and Heather Fiedler
Matt and Jennifer Higgerson
Matt and Julie Matheson
Tom and Char Selken
Mary Jo Quindt

TREASURER KAILEYôS TEAM:
Kristi Clark
Shane Fox
Brandi Hollingsworth
Sean McCaffrey
Christina Raines
Jennifer Silos

PIP Points Equal FREE Stuff   By Cindy Osburn
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fter coming off such a successful 
conference, I can only hope 
that Fort Collins can carry the 

excitement over for this yearôs Rocky 
Mountain Oyster Fry!  This is one 
of the best projects the Fort Collins 
Jaycees puts on every year. I think if I 
am counting right, this is Year 16! 
What is the Oyster Fry you ask?  It 
is a fun filled social with Jaycees 
coming from all over the great state 
of Colorado.  What a great time to 
reconnect with all the friends we just 
made at Conference.
As the name implies, we will be frying 
up some of those great oysters for 
munchingé. and for those less brave, 
there will be alternatives!!  Along with 
this great feast we have music and 
fun prizes to give away.  Mark your 
calendars for April 22nd!! 

In the meantime, we will need a lot of 
help in getting this festive, and I mean 
FESTIVE, event put together.  If you 
have a special talent for fundraising, or 
like to help plan a fun time or would 
like to learn, please let me know.  We 
will need to start putting together 
a planning committee as soon as 
possible so we can start selling those 
tickets.

  
Hot 

Happening!
Rocky Mountain Oyster Fry

Saturday, April 22nd

Lets go NUTS

A

VALENTINE CHEER    By Staci Rhine
On Sunday, February 

12th, we went to Spring 
Creek Nursing Home for 
an afternoon of giving out 
cookies and homemade 
Valentineôs Day cards.  
Twelve of us set out 
through the halls in two 
groups.  Alex headed one 
team, cheerfully waltzing 
into rooms and wishing 
people a Happy Valentines 

Day.  Many of the ladies were overjoyed with Alex and his cards, 
asking him if heôd made them himself.  (His answer: ñNo.ò)  
The most memorable moments of the project for me were the 
expressions of the residents.  Most faces brightened to know we 
had done this just for them.  We brought joy into an otherwise 
ordinary day.  As we were leaving the Alzheimerôs unit, an area 
hard for me to be since my grandfather battled the disease, Cindy 
and I caught the most touching site.  In a room we had left several 
minutes before sat a woman in a rocking chair.  She was holding 
the card up and looking at it, with her hand at her mouth.  Her 
expression told us that we touched her heart, that she knew others 
cared for her, and that she was truly grateful.  Her expression made 
every minute worth it.  

Thank you to Steph, who asked for donations and for others to 
help make cards.  Thank you to everyone who promoted the project, 

who made Valentines cards, who came to the project and recruited 
others to help.  Dani, thanks for getting married in order to recruit 
a small army!  And thanks to Julie for getting sick and leaving me 
with a project!!  (No, seriously-thanks. I loved the impact it had 
é and that you did all the hard work before I took over!)  You all 
made a difference!

We want youré. Favorite recipesé..  The 2006 
Board would like to put together a cookbook this 
year as a fun fundraiser.  If we can collect enough 
recipes throughout the year we would like to have 
one of those special cookbooks, much like the one 
every family has, for that Christmas present to the 
person that has everything! 

Please bring me anything you would like 
to include (all year long) to any of the events 
or meetings OR you can email them to me at 
sbollacker@hotmail.com.

Upcoming events to keep an eye out for:

Come find out why over 730 adults volunteer to 
serve over 2,200 Girl Scouts at the Girls Scouts 
Business Before Hours on Wednesday, March 8 
at 1600 Specht Point Drive, Suite A from 7:30 
a.m. to 9:00 a.m. Register online or contact the 
Chamber with questions or to register by phone, 
970-482-3746. Walk-up registration is available for 
$10/person. 

Calling All Cooks
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Get 
Caught Up 
in the Web

  The Jaycees website has been updated in the past few weeks to 
include a number of resources! Check it out today!
  If you have any ideas, comments or contributions, please contact  
Dawn Snyder, PR/Marketing VP at snyderd@prpa.org. 
   The web site address is www.fortnet.org/jaycees.

I want to thank those of you that actually took the time to fill out  the 
membership survey again this year.  The membership surveys that we 
ask all of our members to fill out each year are very useful. The purpose 
of the surveys are to better our chapter, to implement projects that are 
more in line with what our chapter memberôs needs are and to give 
direction to the board of directors when planning for our Jaycee year. 

One item that was mentioned by many of you was to have more non-
drinking and/or family type events. So, this year we have planned out 
some membership events that are an opportunity for you to bring your 
children to that are just plain fun events.  The first of those events is 

happening this month. We celebrate our birthday babies each month at 
the end of the month.  We also missed doing that for January. So, please 
come and help us celebrate all the January & February Jaycee Birthdays 
from 6:30pm ï 10pm on Saturday, February 25th at Roller Land Skate 
Center.  This will be a wonderful chance for you to bring your family, 
invite friends to come and meet the Jaycees and to just have a great time. 
Donôt know how to skate? We have plenty of seasoned roller skaters in 
our group that would be thrilled to help you get your skate legs on.  If 
your birthday is in January or February we hope you will make plans to 
attend so we can wish you a very happy birthday. 

You asked for ité.You got it!!!  by Stephanie Riedel, Membership VP

Year-End Conference
The Jaycees want to give a big thanks to our 

End-of-Year Conference Committee: Stephanie 
Riedel, Shannon Bryner, Jenipher Riesenhuber, 
Cindy Osburn, Kailey Gee, Dawn Snyder, Mark 
Cooper, Deanna Kerscher & Julie Danley.  They 
did an amazing job putting together a Vegas Themed 
conference and it was a HUGE success!! 

For those of you that missed conference, please 
mark your calendars for the next conference which 

is May 19th - 21st. It looks like that conference will 
be in the Denver Metro area and it will certainly be an 
awesome opportunity for you to better your speaking, 
writing, interviewing and/or debate skills, get some 
amazing training and meet Jaycees from throughout the 
state. Donôt miss it! 

2005 Colorado Jaycees President Jim 
Boyle knows the Fort Collins Jaycees 
... and how much bubbly they need 
after winning the No. 1 Chapter in 
the State!

Shanna B. and other FC Jaycees get ready to toast 
being No. 1.

Heather Fiedler sports some major bling-
bling at Casino Night at Conference.

Mary Jo Quindt counts out chips for Casino Night.
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Members 
Up For 
Renewal

If you are on the list below and  you are planning to renew or drop, please let your 
Membership VP, Stephanie Riedel know.
March: Tanya Alsip, Lynette Griffith, Deanna Kerscher, Christina Raine, Ryan Schossow, Charlene Selken
April: Shannon Bryner, Suzanne Cronin, Dave Croteau, Julie Danley, Randy Danley, David Fiedler, 
Josh Fyhrie, Joseph Lloyd, Cindy Osburn, Michael Pustilnik, Mary Quindt, Kezia Shine, Jennifer Silos, 
Dawn Snyder
May: Monique Guerrero, Cory Lindblad and Wes Schrader

   Treasurer Kailey Gee, bless her heart, took on her role because 
she saw it as an opportunity to learn about finances. Thatôs the kind 
of bring-it-on attitude that sets her apart and makes her shine as 
a Jaycee.
   Weôre pleased to have Tanya Alsip on the Board as Director. Her 
role started out being somewhat undefined; Tanya looked at that 
as an opportunity to make it her own. She is launching the Buddy 
Meetings program and has offered several fantastic suggestions and 
ideas during Board meetings. She is available to talk to any of our 
members about concerns and suggestions you may have. Sheôs here 
for you!
   And finally, we have the one and only Shannon ñRockstarò Bryner 
as our Chairman of the Board. She will be the first to tell you that last 
year as president was a constant learning experience for her. We are 
all fortunate to have her as a resource, coach and cheerleader!
   Oops! I said ñfinallyò in the last paragraph, but thereôs one more 
I must mention. YOU! This great board can only do so much. We 
need the membership to come through and do their part to keep this 
organization rolling along. So come on out to meetings, projects 
and trainings. The more you get involved, the more youôll LOVE 
being involved.
   Remember, Opportunityôs Knockinô! 

Winners cont. from pg 1

member of The Great Fort Collins Jaycees, since last March 2005, and 
now I am your Individual Development Vice President this year and I 
am so excited to have a productive year.  I want to continue learning 
and growing as a person.  I want to learn from all the wonderful people 
in our great chapter here in Fort Collins.  I truly excited to see projects 
to benefit us as employees and just become better people.  I welcome 
new fresh ideas in my area of individual development and hope that the 
Fort Collins Jaycees will have an amazing year. We as people need to 
continue learning in the great journey called Life.  So, look forward to an 
educational year.    

Look forward to some interesting speakers this year.  Maybe some 
interactive meetings, you may be learning something new at every 
meeting, and of course it will be fun also! Life is too short not to have 

fun in what we are doing! Donôt be surprised to get a call from me in 
the very near future, I want to know what you are passionate about and 
maybe you can teach others, guess what we may have lots of small 
ID projects coming from each and everyone of you interesting and 
wonderful people.

Here are two famous quotes to think about:

ñJust donôt give up trying to do what you really want to do. 
Where thereôs love and inspiration, I donôt think you can go wrong.ò
- Ella Fitzgerald 

ñThere is only one wayé to get anybody to do anything. 
And that is by making the other person want to do it.ò
- Dale Carnegie 1888-1955

The Jaycees offer many opportunities, but it is up to each of us to 
decide one whether we take advantage of those opportunities. 

One of those opportunities is leadership training. We hear members 
saying they want more chances to learn about leadership, they hunger 
for it.  So, why is it then members donôt take advantage of leadership 
opportunities that are offered multiple times a monthéchairing 
projects.  

Taking advantage of the opportunity to chair a project is like 
independent study for members. You can select an existing Jaycee project 
that interests you, and by using a CPG for that project, you have an 
ñoutlineò for running that project.  Test your leadership skills by finding 
and organizing committee members to help you run the project. 

Another way to learn or improve leadership skills is to find a cause that 
is important to you and find a way to participate in or create a project.  For 
example, kidney disease and organ donation is something that is close to 
my heart and I wanted to find a way to make a difference. I searched the 
National Kidney Foundation website until I found an activity the Jaycees 
could help me withéthe Kidney Walk. I am willing to bet that you can 
think of something that is important to you, whether it is breast cancer, 
juvenile diabetes, kidney disease, heart disease, epilepsy, asthma, etc. If 
you arenôt sure if the Jaycees do an annual project for one of these causes, 
or if you have an idea for a new project, tell me or other board member. 

I strongly urge each and every one of you to take advantage of chairing 
a project. It is not difficult, and it gives you leadership training that you 
canôt find anywhere else. If you have questions, ideas, etc. please do not 
hesitate to contact me.  

Opportunity Knockinô ï Will 
you answer?   By Julie Danley

WELCOME!!!
Welcome our newest Fort Collins Jaycee ð 

Tonie Meyer, who joined in February.

Passion cont. from pg 2




