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Time for a Growth Spurt!  by Cindy Osburn
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The call has come from U.S. Jaycees 
President Lisa Parrish: We need more 
members!

   Volunteer organizations such as 
ours can only survive as long 
as the membership is strong 
and growing, or at least stable. 
Itôs an unfortunate fact that 
membership in the Jaycees 
across the United States has been 
declining for years. Luckily, the 
dedicated members and leaders that we 
have are strong and stubborn. They havenôt, 
and wonôt, stop fighting for the Jaycees.

   In Fort Collins, weôve also seen a decline 
in our membership the past couple of years. 
Why? There are a number of reasons, each as 
individual as the person who decided to pass 
on becoming a member or renewing his or 
her membership. But we canôt give up either. 
For those who canôt imagine a year without 
delivering Blizzard Boxes, or teaching foster 
kids to fish, or treating low-income children to 
Christmas presents, now is the time to act. 

   It takes more than one or two people to 
keep this organization strong in Fort Collins. 
It takes a team of people. And those who have 
felt, even for a moment, that theyôve made 
a difference need to share that feeling with 
prospective members. I hope you feel proud 
about sharing that moment with others. Itôs 
worth the time and effort - and worth putting 
yourself out there - because it is those stories 
that inspire others. 

   Weôre not asking one person to change the 
world, weôre asking one person to JOIN the 
Jaycees in changing the world. 

   From now through Nov. 11, President 
Lisa is asking chapters across the 
nation to take part in the ñUSJC 
Growth Spurtò initiative. If each 
chapter in the U.S. runs at least one 
project during this time that attracts 

at least one new member, as a team, 
we would add approximately 1,500 new 

members to the Jaycees.

   We need these new members. They are the 
future of this organization. They will bring new 
ideas and enthusiasm. Without them, we wonôt 
be able to continue the projects that are near 
and dear to our hearts.

   Fortunately, our chapter has some great 
projects coming up during the ñGrowth Spurtò 
time period. Weôve got the Battle of the 
Haunted Houses this Thursday, the 26th. At the 
Nov. 7 meeting, weôll have Colorado Jaycees 
President Kerry McGuire and members of 
her Fish Team, as well as a speaker from 
Crossroads Safehouse and elections for the 
2007 Board of Directors. On Nov. 9, weôre 
heading to the Carousel Dinner Theatre to see 
ñThe Full Monty.ò On the 11th, thereôs the 
annual Chili Cook-off and Hayride. 

   Ask your friends; as your co-workers; ask the 
guy sitting next to you at the bar. Ask them to 
come to one of these projects or the meeting. If 
youôre not sure how to go about it, seek advice 
from our Membership VP Stephanie Riedel, 

the 
prez
sez

The United States Junior Chamber

Did you know . . .?
The Fort Collins Jaycees website 

has a link to a number of 
valuable Resources, including:

* Chairmanôs Planning Guide, 
which helps ensure the success 
of Jaycees projects by taking 

the chairperson/s step-by-step 
through the planning process. 

It includes all manpower 
assignments, materials 

needed, volunteers needed 
and the budget. 

* Yahoo Group Information. 
Donôt miss out on important 

e-mails sent via the Fort Collins 
Jaycees Yahoo Group. Sign up 
to access last-minute updates 

and valuable information.

* Brochure, giving you 
an overview of our chapter 

and goals.

* Membership Application Form
Itôs all at 

www.fortnet.org/Jaycees.
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