
 

interested in being a part of 
her life, felt it was best for 
her to remain with us and 
in her school with her 
friends for support. We 
wholeheartedly agreed.  It's 
been over three years 
since the phone call.  We 
now have permanent 
custody. She sees her 
mother for supervised visits 
at Harmony House.  They 
love each other and have 
fun together in a safe 
environment for two hours 
a week.  She has gotten to 
know her father and his 
family and they have taken 
us camping and we worked 
together one day to help 
them remodel their 
home.  It's not an ideal 
situation.  

Grandparent Feature 
continues on page 3 

  The phone call came in 
the middle of the day, DHS 
was removing my 
granddaughter from the 
home she lived in with her 
mother and stepfather due 
to some instability and a 
potentially injurious 
situation.  Did we know 
how to contact her father or 
any relative that might want 
to have temporary custody 
until the situation resolved 
or should they explore a 
temporary foster care 
home?  They had spoken 
to our granddaughter 
casually at her 
school without tipping her 
off and she had given them 
our name and phone 
number and told them she 
didn't know her father.  And 
that was the beginning of 
how we became part of a 

phenomenon know as 
ROCK or PASTA.  Raising 
Our Children's Kids or 
Parenting A Second Time 
Around.  She came to us 
with only the clothes she 
wore to school that 
day.  We went 
emergency furniture and 
clothes and 
shoes shopping, (and of 
course a few CDs).  Her 
aunt and our friends 
pitched in and helped, we 
got a car pool schedule 
started, and overnight 
became retired parents 
(Can be read as "tired 
again parents"?).  It 
took 14 months for her 
mother and stepfather to 
admit that they had no 
interest in changing their 
lifestyle, her father was 
found and although very 

   Namaqua Center’s mission 

is to  provide supportive 

services for children and 

families with an emphasis on 

early childhood trauma and 

social enhancement. Through 

a full spectrum of programs, 

children and their families 

receive individualized, case-

specific care to overcome the 

emotional trauma they have 

experienced, develop skills 

required for independent 

living within society and learn 

to break the cycle of abuse. 

Through community and 

volunteer interactions, 

Namaqua Center seeks to 

increase public awareness of 

youth physical, sexual and 

psychological abuses and to 

support our communities in 

learning to recognize the 

effects and prevent the 

occurrence of child abuse. 

For information contact: 

(970)669-7550 

Or visit their website at: 

http://www.namaqua.com 
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   Educational Opportunity 

Second Time Around 

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Support Groups 

Just So You Know . . . 
It has almost been two years 

that I have had the honor of 

being your Kinship Care 

Systems Navigator. From 

that time we are now 

serving over 300 families 

and growing. 

Collaborations have never 

been better and that will 

equate to more support and 

help for families. As 

Namaqua Center has 

transitioned from a 

residential facility for 

children to a home and 

community based service 

we will be able to reach 

families with events, 

outings and have already set 

up accounts at recreation 

centers, pools and other 

places are families will be 

able to go for free. You will 

just have to say, “I’m with 

the Namaqua Center”. We 

are able to do this with 

donations  and community 

collaborators. We are truly 

in a time of bounty for 

support, resources and 

services the likes of which 

our grandfamilies have 

never known. If you have 

not connected with me or 

our grandfamily program or 

any of our peer to peer 

grandfamily supporters I 

highly encourage you to 

take advantage of these 

opportunities. Please call 

me so that I can connect 

you with resources and 

supports that will fit your 

families needs. Our services 

are free, I travel to meet 

families wherever they are 

in Larimer County and 

everything we discuss is 

confidential. 

Loveland Meets: 
Fourth Monday of the month; 6
-8 pm; Childcare and light 
refreshments provided;  
Lifespring Covenant Church 

743 S. Dotsero, Loveland 
 

    Support groups help to 
reduce the isolation that 
kinship caregivers can feel by 
linking them with others who 
are in a similar situation and 

are experiencing the same 
types of issues. 
    In Larimer County GRG 
Support Groups are organized 
in Loveland and Fort Collins.  
 

Fort Collins Meets: 
Second Tuesday of the month; 
6-8 pm; Childcare and light 
refreshments provided;  
Foothills Gateway, 301 Sky-

way Drive, Fort Collins, CO 

 
¶ Understanding Your 

“Not-so-new” Role 

¶ Promoting personal 
Well Being 

¶ Building 

Relationships 

¶ Refining Parenting 
Skills 

¶ Navigating School 

and Community 
¶ Managing Family 

Finances 

¶ Exploring Legal 
Options 

¶ Looking to the 

Future 
 

For more information 

or to register, contact: 

Josh Rabe 

(970)622-7311 

   Second Time Around: 
Grandparents Raising 

Grandchildren is a free 

educational series offered 
twice a year.  

 

   The series is made 

possible through a grant 
from the Bohemian 

Foundation. 

 
   Discussion topics 

include: 

For more information  

 

Larimer County  

www.fortnet.org/lcgrg  

 

Colorado State  

University  

www.ext.colostate.edu/grg  

Contact Josh Rabe for more information  

at (970) 622 -7311  
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We still don't know whether 
to attend parent night at 
school or grandparent's day, 
so we do both.  She gets 
uncomfortable with questions 
from new 
acquaintances.  "You live 
with your 
grandparents???  Why?"  He
r answer.  "They love 
me."  That makes the 
changes to our retirement all 
worthwhile.  She is our 
sunshine, the joy of our lives. 
  
The Larimer County 

Grandparents Support Group 
and Josh have helped all 
three of us to adjust to our 
new life roles and discover 
that we aren't alone in our 
family situation, and they 
have provided practical 
advice on how to get through 
many of the obstacles that 
pop up.  We are on a tighter 
budget than we'd hoped to 
be on as we share a good 
portion of retirement funds 
with a now teenager, but we 
don't qualify for any financial 
assistance yet. Josh 

has information on contacts 
for grandparents that need 
that extra help as well. 

     The LCAG is a coalition 
comprised of grandparents, relative 
caregivers, professionals and 
agencies to bring about awareness 
of the issues facing grandfamilies.  

 

LCAG is comprised of work teams 
including: 

¶ Community Outreach 

¶ Education and Training 

¶ University Engagement 

¶ Issues and Policy 

and to increase CSU and 

community collaboration 

through funding, services, 

grants, evaluation, etc. 

 

   The alliance formed teams 

to work on each of the three 

goals, and are already 

working hard at them! 

 

   If you have ideas or are 

interested in being a part of  

any of these teams please feel 

welcome to attend! 

 

Meetings held: Second 

Wednesday of every month, 9-

11am at Larimer County 

Office on Agingï 2601 

Midpoint Drive, Suite 112, 

Fort Collins, CO 

 

Contact: Kim Bundi-Fazioli 

kbunfaz@cahs.colostate.edu 

   In January, the Larimer 

County Alliance for 

Grandfamiles Leadership 

Council decided on their main 

goals for 2010.  

 

   The chosen goals to focus on 

this year are: to identify and 

address legal issues of 

grandfamiles; to develop a 

networking plan to increase 

visibility and membership; 

Work Team Update 

Goals for a New Year 

Larimer County Alliance for Grandfamilies (LCAG) 
To learn more  

or volunteer  
contact  

Kim Bundy -Fazioli  

(970) 491-3012 

MISSION 
To work collaboratively to support the health and well-being of Grandfamilies  

through community education, development of support systems, and advocacy for change. 

“ I don’t believe 

in pessimism. If 

something  

doesn’t come up 

the way you 

want, forge 

ahead. If you 

think it’s going 

to rain, it will.” 

-Clint Eastwood 

 

“We do not see 

things as they 

are. We see 

them as we 

are.” 

-The Talmud 

 

“Our goal must 

not be peace in 

our time but 

peace for all 

time.” 

-Harry S. 

Truman 



may be alarming, but a closer 
look at this issue reveals that 

there are grandchildren who 

punch, hit, or threw objects at 
their grandparents. In addition to 

physical abuse, grandparents also 

experienced psychological harm 

and verbal abuse from their 
grandchildren. Finally, financial 

or material abuse of grandparents 

from grandchildren was found in 
the form of stealing money or 

destroying or stealing 

grandparents’ valued personal 
possessions. 

 

   Should you or a friend 

experience or witness harm or 

abuse from a grandchild, avoid 

keeping it a secret. There are 

 

   The topic of elder abuse is not 

openly discussed among 

grandparents and professionals 

working with grandparent 
caregivers - but, it is important 

and should not be ignored. 

Elder abuse may not directly 
impact you, but you may have 

friends within your support or 

professional care network that 

experience abuse from their 
grandchildren. 

 

   Researchers have discovered 
that grandparents experience 

risks associated with raising 

grandchildren including 
physical, psychological, and 

financial harm or abuse. This 

many professionals willing to 

help grandparents whose 

grandchildren engage in 

destructive behaviors. You do 

not need to deal with this alone; 

seek assistance from 

counselors, faith-based 

services, grandparent support 

group meetings, and local law 

enforcement. 

 

By:Christine A. Fruhauf, 

Ph.D., Kim Bundy-Fazioli, 

Ph.D. and Jacque Miller, M.S.  

Grandfamily News 

made available through  

the cooperation of: 

Return Address: 

The Namaqua Center  

404 East 4th Street  

Loveland, CO  80537  

   Education Feature 

  Elder Abuse and Grandparent Caregivers 


